ASHFORD

Screen Ashford Short Film Competition 2025
Creative Brief

The Screen Ashford Short Film Competition is a talent development opportunity delivered by
Screen South in partnership with Ashford Borough Council. We will commission 4 short films
to be made in the Ashford area. The commissions offer emerging and existing filmmakers,
based in Kent, the opportunity to make a short film which presents unique stories and diverse
perspectives.

We are looking for creative and thought-provoking Drama ideas with fresh and innovative
proposals for short films that promote diverse talent and are made in the Ashford area. We
welcome dynamic stories and compelling moving images that help us see the world though
different lenses. This might be through creative approaches to narrative drama, storytelling,
sound-design, style, image and structure. Tonally, pieces can be comedic, serious, absurd,
challenging, provocative. They can be live action, animation. experimental... we are open to your
thoughts on this.

Core characteristics we will be looking for in our commissions include:

Diversity- present the diversity of Ashford Community on and off screen

Reflection - the ideas and themes that really matter to you and your community — however you
might define it.

Originality - Content cannot be derivative and must be whole owned by the filmmakers

Screen Ashford will award £3000 each to 4 filmmakers, to create a high quality, bold creative
short film which ignites a spark and reflects the diverse range of talent in the Ashford and Kent
area. Screen Ashford partner Screen South will provide Development and Production expertise
to support selected filmmakers.

Most importantly, we would like to hear from new voices as well as more experienced
filmmakers who have new and compelling ideas with visual storytelling which is exciting and
memorable. We will be looking for vibrant storytellers with excellent creative ideas and a
potential to make compelling bold, diverse, and confident short films. We would like to enhance
mainstream opportunities for a diverse range of new and emerging filmmakers, identifying talent
from underrepresented communities. As Lemn Sissay says, “Lean into your own story to find
your own original perspective”. Some will already be making films; others may not have realised
their creative potential yet but with encouragement could develop their ideas and start their
creative journey in a supportive and nurturing environment.



We envisage most films being around 3 minutes long. The funding is based on @ £1000 per
minute production costs. If youridea warrants a longer film, we are open to discussing this with
you. We will not be able to increase our budget but if you have the proof that you can raise
further funds, we will consider supporting films up 10 minutes long. Budget for films must be
delivered within the fair-trade budget guidelines taking into account the minimum
wage. Shortlisted applicants will be given support and guidance to develop their projects and
advice on presenting to an inclusive industry panel.

The 4 selected filmmakers will be supported at every stage of the production process by industry
professionals, encouraging ambition and excellence across all areas of activity. The
development and pre-production training sessions will see their ideas nurtured and their
technical production values maximised by demystifying the best use of digital technologiesin a
creative and compelling way.

We will support selected filmmakers with their distribution and festival plans and seek high
profile promotion opportunities for the screening and exhibition of the films.

To apply please complete the online application form. All applicants must be over 18 years on
the deadline date.

OFFER to FILMMAKERS

e 4 xShort Film Commission at £3,000 each

e Applications opento new and emerging filmmakers based in Kent

e Films are expected to be around 3 mins long and must be shot in the Ashford area.
e Films should be story driven and may be on any theme or style.

e Each film will have development and production support from Screen South.

e Each filmmaker will have an exec producer to support them.

e Allsubmissions must be original material owned by the applicants

SCHEDULE

Applications Open 30 July 25

Short Film Writing Workshop 10:30am - 2:30pm 2 August 25
Application Deadline 5pm 8 September 25
Shortlist Interviews 15 September 25

Announce winners 24 September 25

Completed Delivery to Screen South 5pm 22 January 26

(All dates are subject to change)

To submit an application please visit
https://form.jotform.com/screensouth2024/shortfilmcomp25


https://form.jotform.com/screensouth2024/shortfilmcomp25

APPLICATION DEADLINE

Application Deadline 5pm on 8 September 25

If you have any further questions, please getin touch.

Email:
info@screensouth.org

Screen Ashford a Screen South Programme supported by Ashford Borough Council
Screen South
Digital Hub
The Glassworks
Mill Bay
Folkestone
CT201JG

Tel: 01303 259777
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